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- Thanksgiving Break
Wednesday November 25th -

27th 

- Mass on Thursday,
December 3rd & Friday

December 4th 

- No School on Tuesday,
December 8th in Celebration

of the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception

- Mass on Thursday,
December 10th 

- Dress Down day for
students Friday, December

11th 

- Mass on Thursday,
December 17th 

- Friday, December 18th is
Polar Express Day! 

Students in all grade levels
may wear their pajamas! We

will be watching the Polar
Express and enjoying hot
chocolate and popcorn!

- Early Release @ 12:00 on
Friday, December 18th 

- Christmas Break 
December 21st - January 1st

- Students return to school
Monday, January 4th  

November 22nd, 2020

Upcoming Dates

St. Michael Families, 
     I hope that this newsletter finds you all well and I hope that you were
able to enjoy the pleasant weather we had on Saturday. On Sunday I was
able to spend time with two kids that I have have known for over three
years. I used to be their summer nanny and until I took this job, I still
watched them a few hours several nights a week and sometimes on
weekends. The little girl is in Kindergarten and the little boy is three, and
I've had the privilege of knowing him his whole life. I have absolutely
loved watching them both grow and learn. It's been so special to be a
part of their lives. On Sunday we played outside, decorated gingerbread
turkey cookies, read books and played so many imaginary games. 
     The little boy has been developmentally behind on his speech. He
would always babble up a storm but you could never quite comprehend
what he was saying. He could say a few words here and there, but could
never string them into sentences. It has been several months since I've
seen them both and when I went to visit them on Sunday, he had
something very special to tell me. At random times throughout the day
he would run up, grab my neck and give me more of a headbutt than a
kiss as he would shout "I love you Michelle". Talk about a heart
explosion! 
     I'm not a mother yet, it is something that I hope and pray God has
planned for me. Yesterday I felt like I had a tiny glimpse into what it's like
when you hear your kid say "momma" or "dadda" for the first time, or the
first time you hear your kids say "I love you". It is something that I very
much look forward to. I cannot fathom what it feels like to love a child of
your own, but I do know that the love of a parent is one of the strongest
loves that I have ever felt in my life. I know from many conversations,
emails and meetings that I've had with so many of  you that you all love
your children so deeply and want what is best for them. I want to assure
you that I do as well. 
     Monday during Mass, I couldn't help but to look around at all of them
and smile. When I went up for Communion after the Kindergarteners
and First Graders, Deacon Weisenhorn said to me "You have the best job
of all", almost like he was reading my mind all the way down the aisle. "I
couldn't agree with you more" I said before receiving the Body of Christ.
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- Turn in lunch
orders by Friday at

noon

- Morning Drop off
ends at 8:00AM. If

you arrive on
campus after 8:00,

please park and
bring your students

in through the
office. We will no
longer be outside

past 8:00AM

- Please try to
minimize visits to

the front office
during the day

unless it is to pick
up or drop-off your
child. If your child
forgets their lunch,
one will be provided
for them. Please no

lunch drop-offs
during the school

day

November 22nd, 2020

RemindersA message from the
Principal

    I want you all to know what a blessing your children are to this school
and to me. I pray today and daily that God continues to bless our school
and bless our families. Over the next several days, whether you travel or
stay home, celebrate with large groups of loved ones or as a small family
unit I hope that you at least make room to invite Christ into your homes
and hearts. Father Rossi has spoken quite frequently over these last few
weeks about the importance of inviting Christ into our lives and into our
hearts. However and wherever we choose to celebrate this holiday of
gratitude and thanks, Christ should be at the center of it. 
    After this holiday, we quite literally are preparing for His coming; Jesus'

birth. I've always thought of Thanksgiving as a precursor for that. A way
to begin to acknowledge all that God has given us through the most
precious gift of all; the gift of His Son. John 3:16 "For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life." I imagine that God loved His
son Jesus just as much as all of you love your children. The sacrifice that
He made is one that we will never be able to comprehend, but we can do
our part to make sure that it was not in vain. 
    Advent starts next week. Let us begin to prepare for the coming of

Christ now. I don't mean by decorating or buying a tree or listening to
Christmas music. Let us prepare for him by attending Mass weekly if we
can. Parents are always invited to join us on Thursdays when we go as a
school. Come to school on Friday to pick up your child and spend time in
Adoration with our Lord. Ask the students about new prayers they are
learning at school or what our virtue of the week is. Spend time in prayer
as a family, even if it is just saying evening grace or prayers before
bedtime. Find a way to do something for those who are less fortunate.
Model for your children love, kindness and charity and they will emulate
what they see. 
    I hope that you all have a blessed Thanksgiving. I cannot believe that we

only have three weeks of school upon returning from break! May the Lord
continue to watch over us, protect us and bless us through the remainder
of the year. God Bless, 

Michelle Vollman
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Diocese of Charlotte Catholic
School Parents, Guardians and

Caregivers: 

This year has been unlike no
other, but we, as a Catholic

School community, continue to
remain committed to being

“Safer, Stronger, Together.”  To
do so, we also need to be

connected, informed, and in
communion with our schools and
school families.  So far this year

we have reached out to our
Principals, and then to our

teachers to provide opportunities
to gather feedback to help us

better serve our schools and our
students.  As we continue to
build communion with our

families, schools and parishes we
would like to hear from you, our

Catholic School parents,
guardians and caregivers

regarding your experiences and
needs as critical members of our
community.  Please take a few

minutes to share your thoughts
in the survey below.  Thank you

so much for your support. 

Diocese of Charlotte Catholic
Schools Parent Survey 2020:

https://www.surveymonkey.co
m/r/DoCParentSurvey2020
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Father Rossi's
Column 

Virtue of the Week:
Obedience

The kindergartners and first-graders
had to disguise their turkey so he

wouldn't be eaten for the thanksgiving
meal! Look at some of the creative
ways they chose to disguise their

turkeys! 

This past week our virtue of the week was
Obedience. Obedience is assenting to

rightful authority without hesitation or
resistance. You can show obedience to

your teachers, parents and any other adult
by listening and following directions the

first time they are given to you. You
should follow them without complaint and
can even say "I would be happy to do that
for you"! As you get older, you can show

obedience by anticipating what is expected
of you and doing it before you are even
asked to do it. Some saints that have

demonstrated obedience in their lives are
St. Padre Pio, St. Matthew and St. Claude

de la Colombiere.  

Grace and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be

with you all! As we prepare to
celebrate Thanksgiving, we also

remember that we celebrated the
Feast of Christ the King this past

Sunday.  We pray, especially on that
feast, that Jesus will be truly the King
and center of all hearts. One way we
can open our hearts to Christ Our

King is through prayer.  One type of
prayer is called thanksgiving. The
heart of the Mass is a prayer of

sacrificial thanksgiving.  The Greek
word for Eucharist means

thanksgiving.I invite all of us to
consider each day in our personal

prayers all the gifts of God the
Father's boundless love in our lives.
We are grateful most especially for
the supreme gift of His only Son,
Jesus Christ.God is the giver of all

good gifts. As Christians, let us live
in constant thanksgiving for all God's
goodness.May you and your families

have a Happy, Blessed, and safe
Thanksgiving.

In Christ, Fr. Rossi

A Message from the
CSO - Parent Survey

Where's that
Turkey?

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DoCParentSurvey2020

